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ane Goodall:

By Pauletie Cohn
SPECEAL-TO SESHM Live
In the funny. beoks and on
TV, Sheenn 14 the Quesn of
the Jungle: But in veal life, the
curvaccous comic book cutie
can't hold a cimndle 1o thetrue
holder of the title! reallife pri-
matologist and ¢onservation
crugader Jane Goodall,

cursary  glance at the
Aﬂim, softspaken’ Eng-
Hshwoman, who wears
ey gray hair in-a brademark
ponyiail, fails toreveal the
will’ of tron - that drives her, ©
But ialk 1o any. chimpanzes,
or guickly : glimpse her cur
riculum vitae and you discover
o woman with a fire in her
belly . when L comes. (o her
friends in the animal world,
Inlan’ effort to share. her
Enowledge and awe; the Jane
Goodall-Institute and the Ani-
ial Plangt have partnered on
twa television specials 1o pro. |
vide & deeper understanding
of Jane's work and the critical
issues invalving | animals
around the world.  Jene
Goodail’s Return o) Gombe,
primieres on Monday, March
8, 8t Bopm., followedd. by fune
Goodall’s Stale of the Greal
Ape. niring laker: this vear. on
Monday, June 14, at B nim,

Queen of the
ungle

The Londawbam scientist
whs only. 26 when -famed
anthrmpologist: D Louls
Leakey sent her to Gombe in

‘what” was' then Tanganyika,
nd nmow, Tanzanie [ iwas o

fowrney that forever chatiged
Fey life and hing become the
lomgest Fiabd study. oy ani-
meal apeches o itsnatural sur
roundings. The ond reault wik
thak along with FHan -Fresey

bl Birute Galdikas; Goodall

bocame kinown a5 a ""l"iima.tl.'.'*
ane of the three mas prom-

nent ruean:lr.qﬂ W primitess;
+ Fossey an gnn"ﬂas. Goadall on'

chinpinzees and Galdikas on
mnﬂﬁtn:us.

Her mom was her chaperene
“Louls Leakey was actually
considered . to  be - slightly

nttorsl for even sugdesting.

that this youny girl should go

aif into the forest;” she recalls,
smiling, * wasn't allowed to

g0 alone by the  British
-authorities of Tanganyika.”

But b deal whs finally strick
‘when Goodall's mother Vanne
agreed o go into the bush
“with, her dongghter for the Tiest
faur months.

Species are
disappesring every
clay and we are
poisoning the air,
watér and the landl.

v -are bringing

children into a world
that 1sn't safe for
them. We've got
oty o tum this
arciing before it's too
late.

—Jane Goodall

"When |1 stépped  off the
boat that fivdt day odite- the

| shine QF-Gumhe it wae nctual

by vt vy real,” shie saps. 70
dreamed about sopmething like

| fhat for 80 long, “and piow

there | was, lonkirg up at the
mountaing, the' trees and the
thick' valevs. How would |
ever find. the chimpaniees?
Would 1 let Loois - Leakey
down? L didn't lonow,”

Me Tarzan, you Jane:

Even wha child, Goodall
Poved wnkmals, Her dedire wis
to frow up too be like: Dr
Daplittie ‘and speak-with the
anfmals At age 10, she Tead
Tarzan of the Apes. and
thought she would be & much
betber mate for the King of the
jungle than (he wimpy Jane of
thi novels, Right then, she
vateesd when she grew up, she
wenald live o the wild and
write I,ﬂ;uhu.,

But that was 5 ways off. Tn
1538 when but a child of 5,
hier parents, Hu‘rl,rmér. an
engineer, and Vanne, a home:
maker, phieher sister Judy, 1.
moved o the seaside commu-
njty of Boormesiouth, Eng-
land, Goodall wasin heasn,
spendingd hér wiekends out-
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Continued from page 4

doors; riding horses and
watching the birds and the
bees.

Her parents divorced not too
long after, and Vanne and the
children stayed in
Bournemouth. Money was
tight, but Goodall refused to
give up her dream of going to
Africa even though it was
hardly realistic.

But the young woman feundw‘
a champion in her mother,

who said, “Jane, if you really
want something and you work
hard enough and take advan-
tage of every opportunjfy,
then you find a way.”

Secretuies can do anytﬂug
Toward that goai, Goodall

2 glr anywhere
When a 5chool chum invited
her to visit her farm in Kenya,
Goodall ‘realized she could

make more money waiting -

tables. The  23-year-old
chucked her job and funded
her adventure by working as a
waitress until she'd saved up
enough to buy her round-trip
ticket by boat.

After a month as a guest on
the farm, she moved into
Nairobi and took a job as a sec-
retary. It was there she met
Leakey, who was then curator
of the Natural History Museum
in Nairobi, and by being per-
sistent she got him to hire her
on as his assistant.

Soon after, the anthropolo-
gist and his wife took Goodall,
another young English girl
and a few Kenyans to the Oldu-
vai Gorge, which is famous
now as a site where the
remains of early humans have
been discovered, but which in
those days was totally
unknown. They spent the sum-
mer digging and she reveled in
it.

“For me, being in the forest

has always been living very
close to god or the great spiri-
tual power,” Goodall claims,
“Because when you are out in
the forest there is a sense of
timelessness, and an enormous
sense of the interconnected-
ness of all life. The cycle of liv-
ing and dying is very clear. It's
also very peaceful but can be
tumultuously, wildly exciting
when there is a thunderstorm
and rain batters down on the
canopy. There is the music of
the streams. And the animals,
if you are there long enough,
will accept you.”

More Birkenstock than Balen-

When Leakey realized his
protégée was more Birken-
stock than Balenciaga, he
made the suggestion that she
go to Gombe to study the
chimps. But first, the young
woman with no college degree
had to return to England to
learn as much about the
species as she could.

The Goodall women finally
arrived on the shore of Gombe
in 1960. The early days were
discouraging, and it wasn't
until Goodall discovered the
Peak, a vantage point which
overlooked the valleys, that
she really got down to the
business of observation, albeit
through a pair of binoculars.

The initial grant, funded by

a wealthy American business-
man, was only for six months,
but happily, just before her
time ran out, Goodall made a

startling  discovery: The
chimps made tools out of twigs
to fish termites out of the
mounds to eat.

It was the saving observa-
tion, and more than that when
Leakey heard her discovery, he
declared, “We must now rede-
fine man, redefine tools, or
accept chimpanzees as
humans.”

The National Geographic
Society to the rescue

The outcome was that
Leakey was able to get addi-
tional funding from the
National Geographic Society
to continue the research.
Knowing he wasn’t going to be
around forever, he encouraged
his young charge to get a
degree, so she could raise her
own money in the ensuing
years.

“He said, ‘We don't have
time to mess about with a B.A.,
so you'll have to go straight
for a Ph.D.,”" she recalls, and
that's just what happened.
Leakey managed to convince
Cambridge University to
accept her into its doctoral
program, where her work was
criticized as being too anthro-
pomorphic and unprofessional

because she had named the
chimps instead of assigning
them numbers—something sci-
entists didn’t do back then—
and ascribed human emotions
to them. But to this day, she
defends that decision. After all,
she knew that her subjects
were displaying a range of
behavior thought unigue to
humans.

Love at first sight

As she says in her book Rea-
son for Hope: A Spiritual
Journey (1999), about the first
chimp who befriended her,
David Graybeard: “I looked
into his large and lustrous
eyes, set so wide apart; they
seemed somehow to express
his entire personality, his
serene self-assurance, his
inherent dignity. That after-
noon, he gazed back at me. His
eves seemed almost like win-
‘dows through which, if only I
had the skill, I could look into
his mind. How many times
since that far-off day I have
wished that I could, even if for
a few short moments, look out
onto the world through the
eyes, with the mind, of a chim-
panzee. One such minute
would be worth a lifetime of
research.”

Despite her difficulties in
academia, Goodall graduated
in 1965 with a Ph.D. in etholo-
gy, and returned to the work
she loved best in Gombe. It
was there that the primatolo-
gist met her mate, the late
Dutch wildlife photographer
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Hugo Van Lawick, who was
sent out by National Geeo-
graphic. The two collaborated
on two books: fn the Shadow
of Man and Fnnocent Killers,
and on several films, the
footage of which was later
included in the 2002 IMAX
film, “Jane Goodall’s Wild
Chimpanzees,” and on their
son Hugo Eric Louis, nick-
named Grub.

The couple eventually
divorced in 1974, and shortly
thereafter, Goodall married
Derek Bryceson, the only
white cabinet member in Tan-
zania’s government., He died
of cancer in 1980.

Getting out into the world
Until 1986, Goodal! was
only concerned with the chim-
panzees in Gombe. But that
year she attended a confer-

entce in Chicago on conserva-
tion and learned that chim-
panzees were vanishing in the
world and being horribly mis-
treated in captivity.

What she heard at that
gathering was so shocking,
she sacrificed what she loved
best, working with the
chimps to save their lives.
These days the primatologist
spends 300 days a year on the
road lecturing worldwide in
an effort to stop the destruc-
tion of the habitats essential
for the preservation of
wikldlife in Africa and around
the planet.

“I've got two grandchii-
dren,” she shares. “When 1
think how much the world
has been damaged since I was
their age, I feel deep shame.
I've met so many youngsters—
high scheol students and uni.
versity students—who seem
bitter and depressed because
they feel we've compromised
their future, which we have.”



