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DR. JANE GOODALL

Inspires Today’s Internet Generation
with Lessons for Hope

By Mary Paris

n 1960 Jane Goodall ar-
rived for the first time at
Gombe’s national park on
the eastern shore of Lake
‘langanyika. She had been
chosen by the late paleon-
tologist and anthropolo-
gist, Louis Leakey, to study the be-
havior of the chimpanzees who
lived there. At that time, it was
unheard of for a young woman to
venture out alone into the wil-
derness to learn about animals,
and initially the authorities (of
what was then Tanganyika, a Brit-
1SN Protectorate), retused permis-
sion. Eventually they agreed, pro-
vided Jane was accompanied by
someone. It was her remarkable
mother, Vanne Goodall, who
agreed to join her,

Theirs was a small expedition:
Jane, her mother, their African
cook, Dominic, with a former
army tent and a minimum of
other equipment. Doeminic was
horrified that two English ladies
werc expected to eat off tin plates
and cheap cutlery. He had worked
in the houses of civil servants,
and was accustomed 10 a hetter
style of living. But it was all they
could afford.

It was her childhood dream to
go to Africa, live with the ani-
mals,-and write books about
them. At age 11, she had read the
books about Tarzan, fallen in love
with him — and been very, very
jealous of his Jane! Anyway, the
suggestion that she should go and
live with chimpanzees had ex-
ceeded her wildest expectations,
and she certainly did not care
about tableware!

Fvery morning Jane climbed
the forested hills that rose steeply
from the lake shore. She had her
binoculars (also second-hand and
not very powerful) and a pencil
and notebook. For the first few
weeks she was compelled to travel
with an African guide. But the
chimpanzees were so shy, run-
ning off as soon as they saw the
two humans, Jane soon decided
she would get better results if she
were on her own, Reluctantly, the
authorities agreed.

But even when Jane was alone,
the chimpanzees, who had never
seen a “white ape” before, were
reluctant to allow her to observe
them at clese quarters, and her
early observations were made
from a hilltop vantage point that
overlooked two valleys, From this
peak (which became “The Peak”
and is known today as “Jane’s
Peak”), Jane observed many be-

haviors which were to surprise
the scientific community.

Vanne stayed with jane at
Gombe four months, after which
the authorities decided that she

covered with termites clinging on
with their mandibles, and he
icked them off. Crunch, crunch.
elicious!
Jane was even more thrilled,

Jane Goodall holds one of the orphaned chimpanzees that lives
at a JGI sanctuary. (Photo by Michael Neugebauer)

would be safe enough on her
aown. Jane stubbornly persevered
in her daytime observations and
finally was rewarded with her first
really exciting discovery observa-
tion — a chimpanzee using and
making a simple tool. Jane has
never forgetten that day.

Peering through vegetation,
she saw a dark shape hunched
over a termite mound. She real-
ized it was the male chimpanzee
whom she had named David
Greybeard. She watched as he
picked up a piece of grass and
pushed it carefully into a tunnel
in the mound. He withdrew it

however, to watch as he broke off
a leafy twig and stripped it of
leaves to use for fishing out ter-
mites. This was an example of
toolmaking! Until that time it was
thought that humans — and only
humans — used and made tools.
Jane had witnessed and observed
something that would completely
change scientific understanding
rules. She sent a telegram to Louis
Leakey. “Aha!” he is reported to
have said. “Now we must redefine
man, redefine too] — or accept
chimpanzees as humans.”

These new observations al-
lowed Louis to approach the Na-

tional Geographic Society in
America, and they agreed to tund
Jane’s work after the initial six
months’ funding ran out. And so
the study continued. Today it
stands as one of the longest con-
secutive comtinuing studies of any
group of wild animals anywhere
in the world. As the months be-
came years, Jane was able to build
a team of students and field staff
to help with the collection of
data, and our understanding of
chimpanzees and their behavior
increased.

After Jane had been in the ficld
for a year, Louis wrote ta tell her
that he had secured a place [or her
at Cambridge University. He ex-
plained she nceded a degree so
she could hold her own in the
world of science. Bul, there was
no time to "mess about with a
BA.” She would have to go for a
PhIX

Jane hated leaving Gombe, but
knew it was only temporary, and
was cxcited when she arrived at
the university. She was certainly
not prepared for the reception she
received. This young woman,
whose observations had com-
pletely revolutionized accepled
scientific principles of the day,
was told she hnd} gone about her
study in absolutely the wrong
way.

lirst, she was told she should
have given the chimps numbers
rather than names. That would
have been more scientific. Jane ar-
rived at the university filled with
stories about the vivid personali-
ties she was gelling to know:
David Greybeard and his compan-
ions — Goliath, Mike, Flo and her
family, timid Olly and all the rest.
But she was teld that only human
beings had personalities. Nor
could she talk about chimpanzees
having minds capable of thought,
for this 100 was uniquely human.

And her worst sin was to talk
about emotions she abserved in
the chimpanzees that seemed 10
be so like the human emotions of
happiness, sadness, fear, despair,
anger and so on. Ascribing human
emotions and other characteristics
to non-human animals is called
anthropomorphism and was con-
sidered a scientific transgression.

“Looking back,” Jane now says,
“it seems strange that [ did not
give in to the pressure to conform.
But Louis Leakey had chosen me
for the job knowing 1 had no uni-
versity training. He believed this

(Continued on page 6)
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days alone.

And just as human beings are
capable of brutality, so are chim-
panzges. One of the more distress-
ing accounts of chimpanzee ag-
gression at Gombe involved Pom
and daughter Passion. They went
ot a killing spree, snatching at
least five infants from their moth-
ers and eating them. These canni-
balistic attacks ended when Pas-
sion and Pomn gave birth them-
selves,

In addition to cannibalism,
chimpanzees are known o prac-
tice a sort of primitive wartare
Gombe, from 1974 through 1977,
chitmpanzees from one commu-
nity systematically annihiiated
chimpanzees from a smaller splin-
ter group, in brural attacks that
lasted between 10 and 20 min-
utes. In some cases, The viclims
were individuals that their attack-
ves tormerly had groomed, plaved
wilh I led aloneside.
1d Bunins
disniy soviilar behaviors and
trains shohd pot s s -

Ly as unin auiciiis swiay
chimpanzees continues at the
Gombe Stream Research Centre,
Jane Goodall's legacy is felt far be-
yond the shores of Lake Tan-
ganyika. Through the "magic” of
the Intemnet, a pew generation is
learning about the young English
woman who lived among and
learned from cur closest retatives.

With the help of a remarkable
new web-based high school cur-
riculum — Lessons for Hope
{(www.lessonslorhope.orgd, these
voung learncrs are gleaning im-
portant life lessons from notes
and journals Janc wrote more
than 40 vears ago by candlelight
in a tent in the torests of Tanza-
nia,

The Lessons for Hope website
was launched in 2003 by the fane
Goadall Instituie’s worldwide ¢n-
vitonmental and humanitarian
global vouth program, Roots &
Shents, The website is will of cre
ative activities designed 1o belp

LICKets Tequired. Lng talk ana ai
[estival activities are included
with Huntington admission.

Roots & Shoots is the Jane
Goodall Tnstitute’s internationat
environmental and humanitarian
program for young people. Mem-
ber groups totaling more than
6,000 include schools, service
clubs, vouth groups, and conumu-
nity organizations in more than
80 countries. Califernia now
has more than 400 member
groups, the maost of any state.

Ihe 1estival will provide local
Roots & Shoots groups with an
opportunity (o exhibit their envi-
ronmental projects te Goodall
and the community, to be ac-
knowledged tor their active par-
ticipatton, and in turn to inspire
others 1o pursue environmental
causes.

“The Huntington's comimit-
ment to wducation and conserva-
tione makes (his the perdeet selting
Tor D, crood sl s visil and a
 Shnts pathering, ™ s
Priveen, e Dlundington

~ ynnth

manly SUrpriscs!

The Huntington will have the op-
portunity to enjoy multi-cultural
dance and music, from Taiko
drumming to the didgeridoo, an
international children’s art ex-
hibit, studenl environmental pro-
jects, crafl aclivities, story-telliing,
and live animal presentations.

Local conservation groups such
as the Cabrillo Marine Aquarium,
the Los Angeles Zoo, and Wildlife
on Wheels will be on hand with
exhibits and aclivities.

Visitor Information: tours:
Tuesday through Friday 12 noon
- 430 p.m, Saturday and Sunday
10:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.an. Adimission:
$12.50 adults, $10 seniors, $8.50
students {ages 12-18), §5 youth
{ages 5-11), free toe children un-
der 5. Members are admitted free
the Huntington is located at
11531 Oxtord Rd. in San Marino,
CAL For more information, call
(626) 4152100, or visil us at
www. huntington.org
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